PREFACE.

IN the earlier times of the awakening of romance in
modern days, Spanish chivalry was the fashion. Scott
and Southey both did their parts in making it known;
and the fantastic honour and dauntless bravery of
the Castilian knight were favourite subjects; so that
.Washington Irving in America, and Herder in Ger-
many, were alike inspired with the same enthusiasm.
!Modern criticism on the one hand, and modern per-
siflage on the other, have done their part to discredit
these legends. Research has shown the small founda-
tion on which stood some of the favourite stories,
and then they have been parodied and laughed at.
Perhaps Babieca is more familiar as the horse of
Dgn Fernando Gomezales than of the Cid ; and even
^on Quixote has been so far forgotten that there has
been little inclination to seek out either the facts or
the fictions that formed his character.